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SUBJECT: FONMIN ARENALES AND HMG REP. AMERY DISCUSS BELIZE 

SUMMARY: HMG REPORTED TO CEN ON SECRET TALKS HELD 
JULY 28 IN NEW YORK BETWEEN GOG FONMIN ARENALES AND HMG 
REPS AMERY AND HANKEY RE FUTURE OF BELIZE. ACCORDING TO 
REPORTER TALKS WENT WELL, PROVIDING BASIS FROM MILD 
OPTIMISM THAT SOME PROGRESS MAY BE MADE, ARENALES SAID 
THE GOG HAS A FULLY WORKED OUT PLAN WHICH IS TO BE PUT 
INTO OPERATION BETWEEN GUATEMALAN ELECTIONS IN MARCH AND 
ACCESSION OF NEW GOVERNMENT. HE STATED GOG UNWILLING TO 
ENTER INTO NEGOTIATION BEFORE ELECTIONS, AND THAT HE COULD 
NOT REVEAL PLAN PRIOR TO ELECTIONS. HE LATER INDICATED 
THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER SECRET TALKS IN SPAIN ABOUT 
EASTER TIME. HMG WARNED ARENALES THAT PRICE INTENDED TO 
RAISE BELIZE MATTER IN UN, PROBABLY THROUGH HELP OF 
JAMAICA, AND THAT THEY HOPED SOME PROGRESS COULD BE MADE 
BEFORE UNGA MEETING IN NOVEMBER SO THAT THEY COULD FORE- 
STALL - OR AT LEAST MUTE- ANY MOVE BY PRICE. 
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1. JEFFREY LING, HMG EMBASSY WASHINGTON, REQUESTED 
APPOINTMENT WITH LAZAR, CEN ON AUG2. FOLLOWING IS 
REPORT HE DELIVERED IN CONFIDENCE DURING THAT MEETING. 
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2. GOG FONMIN ARENALES MET SECRETLY WITH SIR JULIAN AMERY 
AND SIR HENRY HANKE IN NEW YORK ON JULY 28 TO DISCUSS 
SITUATION VIS-A-VIS BELIZE. ARENALES STRESSED THE POINT 
THAT THE GOG WOULD BE UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE TO TAKE 
ACTION ON THE BELIZE MATTER AS THE ELECTIONS APPROACHED. 

HE STATED THAT THE GUATEMALAN PRESS WILL ATTACK INACTION 
ON THE PART OF THE GOVERNMENT. NEVERTHELESS. ARENALES 
ASSURRED AMERY AND HANKE THAT GOG WILL DO NOTHING BEFORE 
THE ELECTIONS BECAUSE IT WOULD HURT THEIR ELECTION 
POSSIBILITIES AND BECAUSE IT WOULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE 
TO FUTURE EFFORTS. 

3. AMERY PASSED ON TO ARENALES THE INFORMATION THAT 
PREMIER GEORGE PRICE INTENDS TO HAVE THE MATTER OF BELIZE 
RAISED IN THE FORTHCOMING UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING, 
PROBABLY THROUGH THE GOOD OFFICES OF JAMAICA. HE ADDED 
THAT HE HOPED ANY SUCH MOVE BY PRICE COULD BE KEPT VERY 
LOW KEY. 

4. ARENALES SAID GOG HOPED TO OPEN TALKS ON BELIZIAN 
QUESTION AGAIN RIGHT AFTER THE ELECTIONS, BUT WOULD HOPE 
FOR AT LEAST A SMALL REDUCTION IN THE BRITISH GARRISON 
(WHICH HE LATER DEFINED AS BETWEEN 5 AND 15 PERCENT) 

PRIOR TO THAT TIME. 

5. AMERY COMMENTED THAT THERE WAS LITTLE IN THE ARENALES 
MESSAGE THAT WOULD APPEAL TO PRICE. WHOM HE CHARACTERIZED 
TO ARENALES AS FRUSTRATED BY DELAYS. AMERY TOLD ARENALES 
THAT PRICE WAS HOPING TO JOIN THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY IN 
MAY 1974. HE ADDED THAT IT WOULD BE HARD TO DETER PRICE 
FROM HIS INTENTION OF HAVING THE BELIZE MATTER RAISED IN 
THE UN IN NOV. HE ALSO STATED THAT BELIZIAN MINISTER 

OF HOME AFFAIRS ROGERS HAD RECENTLY BEEN IN NEW YORK 
AND SPECULATED THAT HIS PURPOSE HAD BEEN TO TEST THE 
WATER FOR THE PROPOSED UN INITIATIVE. AMERY ASSURRED 
ARENALES THAT HMG IS TRYING TO GET PRICE TO DOWNPLAY THE 
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UN INITIATIVE— (IN FACT HANKE WENT TO BELIZE FROM NEW YORK 
TO TALK TO PRICE)~BUT ASSERTED THAT SOME PROGRESS 
BEFORE NOVEMBER WAS IMPERATIVE IF THEY WERE TO HAVE ANY 
HOPE OF SUCCEEDING. 

6. ARENALES THEN TOLD AMERY HE HAD DISCUSSED WITH 
PRESIDENT ARANA A PLAN TO MAKE PROGRESS ON THIS ISSUE 
WHICH THE GOG WOULD BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS IN MARCH, 

AFTER THE ELECTIONS. HE STATED HE COULD NOT DISCLOSE 

THE PLAN NOW. BECAUSE THAT MIGHT BE DEEMED TO CONSTITUTE 

QUOTE NEGOTIATION UNQUOTE WHICH HE WAS NOT AUTHORIZED TO 
DO. ARENALES WENT ON TO SAY THAT PRIOR EFFORTS TO ATTACK 
THIS PROBLEM HAD FAILED BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN TOO SLOW 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


AND DRAWN OUT. HE SAID THAT THE GOG WAS PREPARED AND 
DETERMINED TO REACH AGREEMENT WITH HMG BETWEEN THE 
ELECTIONS IN MARCH AND THE INAUGURATION OF THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT IN JULY, PROVIDED THAT THE BET ,171 AN 
GOVERNMENT ACCEPTED WHATEVER WAS AGREED TO BETWEEN THE 
TWO PARTIES. 

7. AMERY STATED THAT THE PROVISO WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE, 

THAT THE BELIZIANS HAD TO CONCUR IN THE FINAL AGREEMENT 
AND ALSO HAD TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE NEGOTIATIONS AT SOME 
POINT. HE SAID THE BELIZIANS WOULD HAVE TO BE TOLD AT 
LEAST THE GUIDELINES FOR THE PROPOSED NEGOTIATIONS AND 
THAT ANY FINAL AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE BELIZIANS EVEN THOUGH THE REALIZA- 
TION OF SUCH ASPIRATIONS MIGHT HAVE TO BE QUALIFIED BY 
SOME SORT OF INTERDEPENDENCE WITH ITS NEIGHBORS. 

8. ARF.NALF.S ASSURRED AMERY THAT THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

BOTH THE BELIZIANS AND HMG HAD BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 
BY THE GOG IN DRAWING UP THE PLANS.WHICH ARF.NALF.S 
CHARACTERIZED AS QUOTE BETTER THAT EVER UNQUOTE.(COM 
MENT: LING DELIVERED THIS LINE WITH A PERFECTLY 

STRAIGHT FACE.) HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO LING'S REPORT, 

AMERY CAME AWAY FEELING THAT ARENALES ACCEPTED, ALBEIT 
RELUCTANTLY, THE INEVITABILITY OF BF, 1 ,17, 1 AN INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. ARENALES SUGGESTED THAT ANOTHER 
SECRET MEETING MIGHT BE POSSIBLE IN SPAIN ABOUT EASTER 
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TO UNFOLD THE GOG PLANS, AND SAID THAT HPEFULLY, AFTER 
THAT MEETING, THE PLAN COULD BE MADE PUBLIC. HOWEVER, 

HE SAID THAT PRIOR TO PUBLIC REVELATION OF THE PLAN, THE 
GOG HOPED FOR A 5-15 PERCENT REDUCTION IN THE BRITISH 
FORCES IN BELIZE. 

9. AMERY ASKED ABOUT ANY CONTEMPLATED LINK BETWEEN 
BELIZE AND THE CACM. ARENALES REPLIED THAT IF THE CACM 
WERE RESTRUCTURED THE DOOR WOULD BE LEFT OPEN TO BELIZE 
AND PANAMA TO JOIN. 

10. UPON BEING PROBED AGAIN BY AMERYON THE POSSIBILITY 
OF EARLIER PROGRESS-I.E., PRIOR TO NOVEMBER-ARENALES 
QUOTE HINTED UNQUOTE (AMERY'S WORD AS REPORTED BY LING) 
THAT THERE MIGHT BE HOPE FOR SOME EARLIER PROGRESS 
THROUGH QUOTE NORMAL CHANNELS UNQUOTE-MEANING, HMG 

ASSUMES, WEYMES AND SANCHEZ. THIS WOULD HAVE TO 
AWAIT ARENALES' REPORT TO ARANA. 

1 1 . JUST TO BE SURE THAT WE DIDN'T MISS THE POINT, LING 
ADDED HIS OWN QUOTE PERSONAL COMMENT UNQUOTE THAT A 
LITTLE PROGRESS IN THIS MATTER BEFORE NOVEMBER WOULD 
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BE QUOTE MOST USEFUL UNQUOTE IN HELPING HEAD OFF OR AT 
LEAST MUTE PRICE'S UN PLAY. HE ASKED THAT WE MAKE THIS 
POINT IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE GOG AND ALSO PASS ON 
WHATEVER WE MAY LEARN ABOUT THE GOG PLAN. WE TOLD LING 
WE WOULD CONTINUE TO COOPERATE AS USUAL ALTHOUGH THIS 
WOULD BE DIFFICULT SINCE WE COULDN'T RAISE THE MATTER OF 
THE PLAN WITH THE GOG PURSUANT TO LING S REQUEST THAT WE 
HOLD AS CONFIDENTIAL THE FACT THAT HMG HAS ADVISED US 
OF THE MEETING. 

12. OVERALL LING REPORTED MILD OPTIMISM ON THE PART 
OF AMERY HANKEY AND HMG EMBASSY HERE AND A HOPE THAT 
AT LONG LAST THINGS MIGHT BE STARTING TO MOVE. 

ROGERS 
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